
Inspection of Hopscotch Day Nursery 
Eastleigh
55 Leigh Road, Eastleigh SO50 9DF

Inspection date: 15 February 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children have a good attitude to learning. They enjoy the range of resources that 
they can freely access, both outside and inside. For instance, children absorb 
themselves in imaginative play as they mix together mud and leaves to make a 
'birthday cake.' They add twigs to the top of their cake to represent candles. 
Children are supported as they learn to take turns with the resources, and to 
understand that sharing toys with their friends is kind.

Staff understand how to meet the individual needs of children. They offer new 
children one-to-one support when they first arrive. This helps them to develop 
secure bonds, and as a result, they settle in very quickly. Children who speak 
English as an additional language are well supported. Staff use key words from 
children's home languages and use them alongside English words. 

During mealtimes, children are encouraged to develop their independence skills. 
For example, older children serve their own food, with guidance from staff. They 
pour their own drinks and refill the jugs when they run out of water. When staff tell 
children they can have three pieces of carrot at snack time, they use the tongs to 
count out the correct number. This helps to support their physical development and 
their knowledge of mathematical concepts.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The nursery has a strong management team, who implements strategies to 
prepare children for starting school. They understand the importance of an 
effective key-person system to help children feel secure. This enables them to 
fully engage in their environment and make good progress. Children are well 
prepared for school and the next stage of their learning. 

n Generally staff support children with their communication and language. They 
use Makaton with children to enhance their communication and ability to express 
their own needs. However, on occasion, staff do not effectively use routine times 
of the day to support children's language skills. For example, during nappy 
changing times, staff do not make the most of these opportunities to initiate 
conversations with children to help them practise communicating.

n The management team has recently introduced professional development days 
to help staff with their training and development. This enhances the strength of 
the team and builds on their professional skills. For instance, staff learn about 
child development and autism, which helps to raise the quality of teaching. This 
contributes towards children making good progress during their time at nursery. 

n Staff have a good understanding of how to meet the needs of children with 
special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND). As a result, they are able to 
apply effective strategies to support children with SEND with their learning and 
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development. This shows that staff provide an inclusive curriculum which is 
ambitious for all children.   

n Children are prepared for life in modern Britain. Staff incorporate inclusion and 
diversity within the curriculum. They celebrate the different cultural backgrounds 
and the rich diversity within the nursery and the surrounding area. For instance, 
staff take children on outings to the local care home, library, church and park. 
This helps children to develop a sense of self and gain an understanding of the 
world around them.

n Children learn about healthy lifestyles. For example, a dentist visited the nursery 
to teach children about the importance of oral health. Children were given 
toothbrushes and toothpaste to take home to encourage them to practise 
cleaning their teeth outside the setting. Children are provided with a range of 
balanced and healthy meals throughout the day. This helps children to learn 
about the importance of healthy eating.

n Parents consistently report that they are extremely happy with the nursery. The 
management team and staff are very welcoming and communicate effectively 
with them. They are informed about their child's progress and are given 
suggestions on how to support them at home with their next steps. Parents and 
staff work together to decide what they would like children to learn next. This 
helps to build on parent partnership, and enables them to be included in their 
child's learning and development. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The management team and staff have good safeguarding knowledge. Staff speak 
confidently about signs of abuse and they know how to escalate any concerns they 
may have about children or staff. They feel very well supported by the 
management team. They have regular meetings with the management team, and 
they feel confident speaking to them about confidential matters. This helps to keep 
children safe while they are at nursery. Children are encouraged to take 
appropriate and manageable risks with the support of staff. This increases their 
ability to identify hazards to enable them to keep themselves safe. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n enhance interactions between children and staff, particularly during care 
routines, to fully support their communication and language skills.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2622052

Local authority Hampshire

Inspection number 10264504

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 92

Number of children on roll 107

Name of registered person Hopscotch Day Nurseries (Eastleigh) Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number 2622053

Telephone number 023 8061 0200

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Hopscotch Day Nursery Eastleigh registered in 2020 and is one of eight privately 
run nurseries owned by the same provider in Hampshire. The nursery is located in 
Eastleigh, in Hampshire. The nursery is open each weekday, from 7.30am to 6pm, 
for 51 weeks of the year. The provider receives funding for the provision of free 
early education for children aged two, three and four years. They employ 21 
members of staff, 17 of whom have relevant qualifications in childcare. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Hayley Kiely
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the nursery received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the setting. 

n The manager completed a learning walk of the nursery with the inspector and 
discussed the early years curriculum. 

n Staff spoke to the inspector during the inspection. 
n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 

outdoors, and assessed the impact that this had on children's learning. 
n Parents shared their views of the setting with the inspector. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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